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A Language Lost in
the Diaspora: Tigrinya
Graduate Thesis
Being the daughter of an African immigranthas made me sensitive to topics of
displace-ment, social injustice, and cultural
preservation. I know first-hand how cultures,
languages, and histories can be passed down
and/or lost from one generation to another,
from a country of origin to one of repatriation.
My work, as a result, examines my Eritrean
heritage – its history, language, colonization,
and sociopolitical unrest – as a vehicle for
asking larger questions about the restoration
and preservation of diminished and forgotten
histories of lesser-known groups of people.
My thesis uses language as the site for
this investigation. Using my father’s native
lang-uage, Tigrinya, I designed a typeface
as a way of grappling with my hereditary
disconnection, while at the same time,
creating a functional tool for Eritreans and
the Eritrean diaspora to communicate. To
examine my place in the diaspora, I use
3-D wooden typography and 2-D prints to
explore what it means to have one’s identity
inextricably tied to exile, injustice,
and colonization.
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Thesis Exhibition

Manhattan Beach
Unified School District
Illustration
Experiential Design
Environmental Graphic
Three out of five primary schools in Manhattan
Beach Unified School District, a top-rated public
school district located in Manhattan Beach, CA,
are undergoing a transformation to revitalize their
environment through vibrant and inspirational
designs. This rebranding contract was produced
with the DLR Group. Working alongside Zoey Zhang,
I generated user experiences through inspiring
wayfinding systems and illustrative signage designs.
Through layered iconography, each hallway, per
school, is highlighted by academic and inspiriting
vocabulary and playful illustrations all-while
celebrating Manhattan Beach culture as a whole.
Schools Designed: Grand View Elementary School,
Robinson Elementary School, Meadows Elementary
School.
Install Photos Coming Soon: August 2020
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Imagine at the Bayou
“Encounter: Meeting Points at the Bayou” was a
colla-borative environmental design project that
expressed an interpretation of the history, economy,
resilience, culture, and community values of the
East Sector communities of Houston, as they relate
to the bayou and green spaces.
Buffalo Bend Nature Park reserve was once an abandoned industrial site that has now been transformed
into a natural green space that features three
wetland ponds, a cistern, native plantings, pond
overlook, interpretive signage, and hike and
bike trails.
For this project, I designed wallpaper that
represented a harmonious blend of the all the
natural elements found at the park. This design
inspired the blueprint of the proposal that was
presented to the Buffalo Bayou Partnership.
My team and I conceptualized and designed interactive framing devices that layers imagery relating
to the economy, industry, and ecology of the bayou.
The framing devices also tell the history of the bayou
to stimulate a connection between Buffalo Bend
Nature Park and the residents nearby.
Alongside the framing devices is a park bench to
give the park visitors a place to relax and enjoy the
nature around them. The bench and chairs were
adopted by the park as a permanent installation.
This project inspired my interest in ethnographic
field investigations and reinterpreting narratives
of the past.
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13 Celsius
6 x6 ft. Environmental design for 13 Celsius, a
Mediterranean wine bar in Midtown, HTX
Once upon a time in Ancient Greece, Poseidon, the
god of the ocean, desired to have a city devoted to
his glorification.
While visiting the city of Acropolis, he made a
pro-clamation to the king and his people that if the
city devoted themselves to him that they would
subjugate the seas. Shortly after this speech, Athena,
goddess of wisdom, came out from the skies in the
conquest of her own to domineer over land.
Challenged, both Poseidon and Athena chose to
host a contest. Both gods would present a gift to
Acropolis and let the people decide who their ruler
would be. Striking their triton’s, Poseidon provided
water, but it was bitter with Salt and Athena provided
an Olive tree that provided food, oil, and material for
construction and fire. This was a symbol of peace,
prosperity, and friendship.
The people were amazed and choose Athena as
their guardian. They rejoiced and celebrated over
wine and cheese and renamed their city to Athens
in her glory.
Though 13 Celsius is not a story about two gods at
war, it does share a story of prosperity and connectivity that is celebrated not only in architecture but
in culture as well. This graphic celebrates this repurposed building and its Mediterranean roots.
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Fighting Against
Cyclical Poverty
Annual Report
Marketing Collateral
Environmental Graphic
In-house graphic design projects with Penny Appeal
USA, a nonprofit organization fighting against
cyclical poverty through sustainable systems.
Using simple shapes and eye-catching iconography, I designed visual aids to assist residents
in Tharparkar, Pakistan locate solar-powered
water wells in their community. I also designed
and prepared the yearly annual report to keep
shareholders and prospective investors abreast
of developments along with marketing materials
for fundraisers.
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Student Exhibition
Identity Design
Digital Signage
Environmental Graphic
Branding commission for the
University of Houston’s School
of Art 2019 Student Exhibition.
As the designer for the School of Art,
I worked closely with design faculty to
develop the identity for the graduating
class of 2019’s student exhibition. The
design was showcased on various social
media and marketing outlets, web
banners, andan environmental graphic.
Celebrating the diversity of student artists
and designers at the University of Houston,
this confetti-like identity design was made to
resemble the many different parts that come
together to make a whole – the collective
works of the student exhibition.
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41st Master of Fine Arts
Thesis Exhibition
Identity Design
Catalog Design
Digital Signage
Environmental Graphic
Branding commission for the University of
Houston’s School of Art Master of Fine Arts
Thesis Exhibition.
As the designer for the School of Art, I
worked closely with design faculty, artists,
and their works and developed the identity
and exhibition catalog to represent the graduating class of 2019. The exhibition catalog
was printed and sold through the Blaffer
Art Museum and the design showcased on
various social media and marketing outlets,
web banners, and an environmental graphic.
The concept for this design was inspired by
MC Escher’s labyrinth prints and drawings.
The graduate experience of artists can
often take twists and turns before gaining
clarity into the next path. The challenge of
this project was to quietly communicate a
complex idea to ensure that the artworks
displayed in the gallery and catalog would
not be obstructed.
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Something New
Exhibition Design + Model Making
Design Research
Animation
The introduction of domesticated plastic
redefined American culture — Something
New. Displaying this narrative, I designed an
exhibition wall with interactive stations to get
the viewer engaged with the story. Something
New is a subpart to a larger story of the
history of plastic.
The plastics industry came of age during the
Second World War. Copper, aluminum, steel,
and zinc all became precious metals allocated
for military use. Desperate fabricators, who
had never thought of plastic as a manufacturing material, began to reconsider.
Cellulose, acrylic, nylon, and especially
phenolic and polyethylene became valuable
materials. After this realization, production
of plastic increased. Material manufacturers,
machine builders, mold makers, and processors all prospered. WWII was a terrible war
that changed the whole world, but it was the
coming of age of the plastics industry.
After the war, many products were made from
plastic -- garbage pails, squeeze bottles, hulahoops, and thousands more.
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Finding Home
Within Letterforms
Book Design
Photography
Design Research
The scientific definition of displacement implies
that an object has moved, changed positions, or has
been displaced. Displacement not only happens in
the scientific world but to people all over the world.
According to the United Nations, every minute, twenty
human beings are forcibly displaced and become
migrants somewhere in the world. The UN’s Refugee
Council estimates that over one-billion people will
become refugees in the next ten years. While the
migration of people is a phenomenon that has been
part of the human experience since the beginning of
time, increasingly, the movement of people across
national boundaries is associated with global crises
such as climate change, inequality, the collapse of
states, gang violence, and unending wars. [1]
Pockets of culture can be found through typography
and architecture, color palettes, and language. Graphic
design within the built environment communicates
the subtleties of time and place and tells cultural and
visual stories, clarifying a building’s purpose and
echoing its architectural message. [2]
When displaced, we find an association with place
through typography and design that reminds us of
home. This book is a collection of letters found in the
greater Houston area. Located in front of cozy mom
& pop’s or residential street signage, these letters
represent the unique quirks of Houston and the
people that make this place a cultural melting pot.
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6 x 6” Perfect Bound Book
1. Re-imagining Migration, Stories of Displacement, https://
reimaginingmigration.org/stories-of-displacement/
2. Poulin, Richard, Graphic Design Architecture, a 20th Century
History: a Guide to Type, Image, Symbol, and Visual Storytelling
in the Modern World.

Journey

12 x 12” Vinyl
Album Cover

Type Design
Album Cover Art
Poster Design
This typeface was inspired by the song Ink
by Coldplay. This song is featured on their
album titled Ghost Stories. Ink is a story
about a desperate traveler who endures an
arduous journey with the hopes of finding
his lost love.
Inspired by the rhythm and lyrics, I choose
to make a condensed typeface with sharp
ends and disconnected points. These features
of the typeface were made to resemble the
imperfections of handwriting found in love
letters from writers with a broken heart.
Desperate yet hopeful, this typeface was
displayed on a viynl album cover and
type specimen poster.
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11 x 17” Type
Specimen Poster

Division in Marfa
Mapmaking
Graphic Design
Illustration
Design Research
In Marfa, Texas there is a division between
two groups of people — the artist culture
and the residents.
Studying hand drawn cartographers, such
as Abi Darker, I made handmade stamps
and drew all the individual art establishments. For the houses, I wanted to visually
communicate the remote and aloof
nature that the of the residents of Marfa
have adopted. In comparison, the art
establishments are detailed and polished
for they attract the most attention from
tourist all over the world.
I further developed this project at the
Fieldwork Marfa / Desert Unit for Speculative
Territories (DUST) artist residency in the
summer of 2018.
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New Navigation Generation
Graphic Design
Poster Design
Illustration
Typography
30x40” digital print for Richard The’s Retina
Posters: The Aesthetic Potential of the Phone
workshop. In this workshop, we explored the
aesthetic potential of smartphones and the
visual language it can create.
I reimagined the abstract shapes used for
navigation systems. This new generation of
navigation shows live footage of your selected
location to help indicate activity in your
desired destination.
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Textperience Poster
Graphic Design
Poster Design
Illustration
Typography
11x17” analog poster. Text retrieved from
John Dewey’s Art as Experience.This poster
highlights the experience of information
overload and the things we choose to retain.
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HLV Magazine
UX/UI Design
Art Direction
Logo Design
Branding
Copywriting
Re-branding for Healthy Living Vegan Magazine.
HLV Magazine is a Christian magazine teaching
wholeness, spirit, soul, and body through a clean
eating vegan lifestyle.
With the brand’s main objective to reap and sow
good fruits through veganism and religion, the HLV
Magazine logo design is made to resemble farmland
that has been harvested. The letter “V” is given a
whimsical flair to further emphasize the identity of
the plant-based organization.
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Chasing Sunsets Run Club
Art Direction
Logo Design
Branding
Branding and identity design for Chasing Sunsets
Run Clun, a Houston-based athletic club. The
founder of Chasing Sunsets Run Club developed
the concept of this organization through his daily
running activity where he would run during the crack
of dawn or the dusk of night, always catching the
golden and vermillion rays of the sun before it fell
or rose. Watching the sunrise and fall inspired the
founder to push through his workouts and to keep
his end goal in sight by chasing sunsets. His main
objective for starting Chasing Sunsets Run Club is
to invite others along on this journey by creating an
organization that would encourage a healthy lifestyle
through community support and fellowship.
This energetic logo design is composed of vibrant
colors of the sunset. The primary logo mark is
an active running-man made in red to match the
inner sun, his target. This design occupies three
typographic variations. The secondary logo, the
typographic mark, are the letters “C” and “S”
composed from the radiating sun(set/rise).
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